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A  BUief inTXiU\ inWo m\ online SUeVence 

 

AlmoVW Wen \eaUV ago, I VaW on m\ deVkWoS comSXWeU and cUeaWed m\ YeU\ fiUVW facebook 

accoXnW and felW on WoS of Whe ZoUld. AlWhoXgh aW Whe momenW I XndeUVWood Whe gUaYiW\ of cUeaWing 

Whe accoXnW, ZhaW I did noW Ueali]e ZaV WhaW momenW ZaV eYen moUe VignificanW foU XndeUl\ing 

UeaVonV. IW ZaV a SeUfecW indicaWoU of Whe WimeV ahead and Whe digiWal fiUeVWoUm m\ geneUaWion 

ZoXld e[SeUience in Whe \eaUV Wo come. Social neWZoUking and Wechnolog\ aV a Zhole haV UXled 

oXU kingdom foU aV long aV I coXld UemembeU, bXW iW ZaV noW XnWil UecenWl\ WhaW I XndeUVWood Whe 

SoZeU of hoZ Wo bUand \oXUVelf WhUoXgh a digiWal landVcaSe and hoZ iW can benefiW \oX and \oXU 

inWended goalV. ThUoXghoXW WheVe ne[W feZ SageV aUe Vome of Whe moVW SUXdenW obVeUYaWionV I 

haYe made aboXW m\ SeUVonal XVeV of Vocial media and hoZ I Slan Wo amSlif\ WhoVe VSaceV in 

oUdeU Wo cUeaWe a beWWeU online SeUVona foU m\Velf Wo enVXUe WhaW I am SUeSaUed foU Whe ambigXoXV 

YieZV of Whe oXWVideU looking in. 

When I Whink aboXW deVcUibing m\ online SUeVence I ZoXld like Wo Whink of iW aW modeUaWe 

YolXme becaXVe WheUe aUe VSecific Zeb VSaceV I am moUe conViVWenW in XVing Whan oWheUV. 

AlWhoXgh I am conVWanWl\ online, m\ moVW XVed Vocial neWZoUking ViWeV aUe InVWagUam, Tik Tok, 

and TZiWWeU bXW I SoVW moVW conViVWenWl\ on inVWagUam. I¶Ye alZa\V loYed hoZ eaV\ and aeVWheWic 

InVWagUam can be; VhaUing Whe moVW VimSleVW Whing can cUeaWe a loW of WUacWion and engagemenW. I 

VWaUWed XVing Linkedin m\ VoShomoUe \eaU of college and Ueall\ enjo\ iW mainl\ aV a Za\ Wo 

connecW ZiWh SUofeVVionalV in indXVWUieV I ZanW Wo SXUVXe and VeaUching foU jobV and inWeUnVhiSV 

in Whe liVWing VecWion. I ZoXld Va\ aboXW 90% of m\ Wime on Whe ZebViWe iV XVed looking WhUoXgh 

job SoVWingV.  
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FXUWheUmoUe, I ZoXld  conVideU Whe bUand I SUojecW on m\ Vocial media ViWeV aV YeU\ 

chaUiVmaWic and ³haSS\-go-lXck\´. I haYe alZa\V had a YeU\ deeS loYe foU Whe mXVic indXVWU\ 

and faVhion and WhaW'V moVW of Whe conWenW I WU\ Wo VhaUe aboXW. Mainl\ becaXVe I ZoXld like Wo 

ZoUk ZiWhin eiWheU indXVWU\, aWWUacW a WaUgeW aXdience ZiWh VimilaU inWeUeVWV, and moVW imSoUWanWl\ 

an aXdience of mXWXal XndeUVWanding. In a FoUbeV maga]ine aUWicle enWiWled ³KeeSing IW Real: The 

ImSoUWance Of HaYing an AXWhenWic Social Media PUeVence'' LeVlie Licano VWaWeV ³Being genXine 

iV a YiWal SaUW of connecWing ZiWh folloZeUV aV, noZ moUe Whan eYeU, conVXmeUV aUe Veeking 

aXWhenWic e[SeUienceV and holding bUandV accoXnWable foU WheiU conWenW.´ If I am hoSefXl aboXW 

eiWheU ZoUking ZiWhin Whe mXVic oU faVhion indXVWU\, I mXVW VhoZ WhaW I haYe a genXine loYe and 

SaVVion foU iW. WiWhoXW WhaW, I ZoXldn¶W VhoZ m\ WUXe naWXUe and ZoXld be jXVW anoWheU WZenW\ 

one \eaU old WhaW iV inWo Whe Vame WhingV oWheU WZenW\ one \eaU oldV aUe inWo. TheUe iV no beWWeU 

Za\ Wo e[SUeVV \oXU aXWhenWic SaVVionV Whan online Vocial neWZoUking SageV. CXUUenWl\, I inWeUn 

foU Son\ MXVic aV a college maUkeWing UeSUeVenWaWiYe and a loW of m\ VWoU\ SoVWV and WZiWWeU likeV 

aUe moVWl\ aboXW aUWiVWV, neZ mXVic, and maUkeWing SUojecWV I am ZoUking on. On Linkedin Whe 

bXlk of PoVWV I¶Ye VhaUed alVo emShaVi]e Whe behind Whe VceneV WhingV I do ZiWh Whe comSan\. 

AddiWionall\, foU me engagemenW iV YeU\ VkeZed, mainl\ becaXVe of ZhaW I VWaWed eaUlieU 

in WhaW I am moVW conViVWenW WhUoXgh one Vocial neWZoUking ViWe± InVWagUam. I acWXall\ haYe a 

bXVineVV accoXnW on inVWagUam Wo WUack engagemenW and ZhaW I¶Ye gaUneUed fUom iW iV WhaW in WoWal 

I haYe 1,377 folloZeUV, an aYeUage of aboXW 350 likeV SeU SoVW, a Ueach of aboXW 1,000, and 

imSUeVVionV of aboXW 1,000. IW iV UoXghl\ Whe Vame nXmbeU foU m\ VWoUieV. On Tik Tok, m\ 

aYeUage Ueach iV aboXW 300, ZiWh likeV of 50 Wo 60 SeU SoVW. I don¶W inWeUacW aV mXch on WZiWWeU and 

 



A  BUief inTXiU\ inWo m\ online SUeVence 

  
4 

do noW SoVW ofWen (VomeWhing I ZoXld like Wo change) Vo WheUe'V noW Ueall\ mXch engagemenW Wo 

gUaVS. ThUoXgh Linkedin I haYe aboXW 123 connecWionV and do noW Ueall\ SoVW aV ofWen, YeU\ 

VimilaU Wo WZiWWeU. Engaging folloZeUV iV Ueall\ imSoUWanW Wo me and I¶ll XVe gUaShicV and mXVic 

ZiWhin m\ VWoUieV Wo gain moUe WUacWion on m\ SoVWV. IW¶V nice Zhen Vomeone chooVeV Wo 

commenW oU UeSl\ Wo VomeWhing, becaXVe I loYe VWaUWing conYeUVaWionV ZiWh m\ aXdience.  

AlWhoXgh I¶m acWiYe on moVWl\ all Vocial media ViWeV, I do feel a liWWle diVcoXUaged moUe 

ofWen Whan noW in m\ inWeUacWionV online becaXVe I feel like WheUe iV A LOT of Uoom foU 

imSUoYemenW and gUoZWh boWh SeUVonall\ and SUofeVVionall\. TheUe aUe VeYeUal goalV WhaW I haYe 

oXWlined foU m\Velf Wo achieYe Whe SeUVonal bUand I ZoXld like Wo conYe\, VWaUWing ZiWh WaUgeWing 

Whe aSSUoSUiaWe aXdience.  

M\ main goal iV Wo ZoUk in Whe SXblic UelaWionV deSaUWmenW of a majoU mXVic oU faVhion 

label. Ideall\, Whe SeUfecW WaUgeW aXdience ZoXld be \oXng SUofeVVionalV, UecUXiWeUV, and oWheUV 

ZiWhin Whe mXVic and faVhion indXVWUieV WhaW aUe Zilling Wo lend a hand (and Yoice) Wo indXVWU\ 

hoSefXlV. In hiV maVhable aUWicle ³10 Wa\V To CUeaWe An Engaging Social Media PUeVence´ 

aXWhoU John RamSWon VWaWeV ³ Think of a SeUVona aV a Za\ of VXmmaUi]ing a gUoXS¶V 

demogUaShic and SV\chogUaShic WendencieV. AUmed ZiWh WhiV infoUmaWion, iW iV mXch eaVieU Wo 

cUeaWe comSelling camSaignV WhaW engage Whe WaUgeW aXdience.´ Once aUmed ZiWh Whe UighW WaUgeW 

aXdience of SUofeVVionalV in Whe indXVWUieV I ZoXld like Wo SXUVXe, WheUe Zill be Uoom foU 

conYeUVaWion, and Whe SoVVibiliW\ of connecWing ZiWh a menWoU. ThUoXgh Linkedin I Slan on 

incUeaVing m\ connecWion coXnW (one of Whe biggeVW Zeak aUeaV foU me) and finding SUofeVVionalV 

ZiWhin Whe SXblic UelaWion VecWoU of Whe indXVWUieV I am inWeUeVWed in, in oUdeU Wo connecW ZiWh Whem 

foU adYice. IW¶V VXch a VimSle Whing Wo do bXW I WUXl\ belieYe WhaW WhiV mighW be a gUeaW Za\ Wo bXild 

an encoXUaging aXdience WhaW mighW look Wo \oX foU fXWXUe SUojecWV oU job oSSoUWXniWieV if Whe\ 
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Vee \oX aUe fXll\ inYeVWed in ZhaW \oX aUe doing. MenWoUVhiS can go a YeU\ long Za\, if \oX find 

Whe UighW SeoSle Wo connecW ZiWh.  

ConViVWenc\ iV e[WUemel\ imSoUWanW in an\ SUojecW, WheUefoUe, I Slan on SUoYiding moUe 

conWenW foU XVeUV Wo YieZ on m\ accoXnWV of behind Whe Vcene SUojecWV oU an\ e[ciWing neZV I 

come acUoVV UelaWing Wo m\ SUofeVVional goalV. FoU e[amSle, aboXW a Zeek ago Son\ MXVic U 

SoVWed a VoXndbiWe of an anVZeU Wo a TXeVWion I aVked dXUing a maVWeUclaVV Whe\ held ZiWh Adam 

AlSeUW (CEO of DiVUXSWoU UecoUdV), Zhich I UeSoVWed Wo m\ linkedin and added Vome 

commenWaU\ e[Slaining Whe imSoUWance of Whe SoVW and iWV backgUoXnd Wo m\ folloZeUV. In a 

FoUbeV aUWicle ZUiWWen b\ LiVa RoeSe enWiWled ³ThUee Za\V Wo XVe Vocial media Wo imSUeVV 

UecUXiWeUV,´ Rachel BiWWe, Whe chief SeoSle officeU of JobYiWe VWaWeV in an inWeUYieZ WhaW ³We loYe 

Wo look aW ZhaW candidaWeV aUe VhaUing (...) The oYeUaUching Wheme iV WhiV: AUe candidaWeV VhaUing 

infoUmaWion Wo bUag, oU aUe Whe\ VhaUing infoUmaWion Wo edXcaWe ?´ TheUe iV definiWel\ a definiWiYe 

line beWZeen SoVWing Wo edXcaWe aV oSSoVed Wo SoVWing foU UeaVVXUance, Zhich alVo UelaWeV heaYil\ 

back Wo aXWhenWiciW\. I Slan Wo edXcaWe m\ folloZeUV on m\ SeUVonal endeaYoUV in an aXWhenWic 

Za\ WhaW VhoZV WhaW I WUXl\ caUe aboXW Whe ZoUk I am VhaUing. AVide fUom SoVWing moUe on 

Linkedin oYeUall, I Slan on VhaUing moUe (ZiWh inWeUeVWing gUaShicV) on InVWagUam and TZiWWeU. A 

loW of SeoSle ZiWhin Whe indXVWU\ WaUgeW boWh of WheVe SlaWfoUmV Veeking infoUmaWion on hoZ 

SeoSle feel aboXW ceUWain aUWiVWV oU bUandV.  

A coXSle of oWheU miVcellaneoXV aeVWheWic WoXcheV I Slan on doing Wo enhance m\ Vocial 

media SUeVence iV Wo Wake a beWWeU Linkedin SicWXUe and cUeaWe a beWWeU headeU foU m\ SUofile. AV 

of UighW noZ m\ SUofile SicWXUe and headeU aUe YeU\ bland and do noW Va\ mXch aboXW m\ 

SeUVonaliW\ oU inWeUeVW± iW coXld VeUioXVl\ XVe a loW of imSUoYemenW. On InVWagUam I Slan on 

keeSing an aeVWheWic and conViVWenW feed Wheme becaXVe iW ZoXld definiWel\ be moUe aWWUacWiYe Wo 
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look aW Zhen SeoSle YiViW m\ ZebVSace. KeeSing iW conViVWenW coXld alVo be a good indicaWoU WhaW 

I am good aW keeSing WhingV ³on bUand´, anoWheU VERY imSoUWanW Vkill VeW foU an AD/PR majoU, 

and one UecUXiWeUV mighW enjo\ Veeing. MoVW imSoUWanWl\, I Slan on baVing conWenW on Whe 

diffeUenW SlaWfoUmV Whe\ aUe being SoVWed Wo. AV VWaWed in VeYeUal aUWicleV Ze haYe obVeUYed ZiWhin 

claVV, \oX haYe Wo knoZ ZheUe Wo SoVW ZhaW. TheUefoUe, I Zill be SoVWing moUe on a VchedXle, 

Zhile alVo keeSing in mind Whe WimeV engagemenW ZoUkV beVW foU each SlaWfoUm. The biggeVW 

SlaWfoUmV I Zill WaUgeW foU moUe SoVWing aUe definiWel\ Linkedin, TZiWWeU, and SoWenWiall\ Tik Tok. 

One of Whe beVW SieceV of adYice I¶Ye been giYen iV Wo make \oXUVelf VWand oXW in a Za\ 

WhaW \oXU comSeWiWion doeV noW. WheWheU WhaW'V cUeaWing a cUeaWiYe SUofile oU haYing a XniTXe 

VkillVeW moVW SeoSle do noW, iW Zill helS \oX gaUneU moUe aWWenWion. In a MaVhable aUWicle WiWled 

³10 Wa\V To CUeaWe An Engaging Social Media PUeVence'' aXWhoU John RamSWon VXggeVWV ³ To 

acceleUaWe \oXU Vocial media gUoZWh, VWXd\ diUecW comSeWiWoUV Zho haYe alUead\ made good XVe 

of Vocial media. WhaW do Whe\ do WhaW engageV folloZeUV?´  Th eUe aUe WZo WhingV WhaW I¶Ye been 

ZanWing Wo do Wo make m\Velf VWand oXW, aV oSSoVed Wo oWheU SeoSle SXUVXing Whe Vame inWenWionV 

and afWeU inVSiUaWion fUom m\ UeVeaUch, I Slan on moYing foUZaUd ZiWh iW.  

The fiUVW iV Wo cUeaWe a ZebViWe oU blog ZiWh mXlWiSle VecWionV inclXding a bio aboXW me, a 

Sage feaWXUing SUojecWV I¶Ye ZoUked oXW, a UeVXme Sage ZiWh boWh a black & ZhiWe conWenW baVed 

UeVXme and a moUe cUeaWiYe UeVXme Vo WhaW I can VhoZcaVe m\ VkillV, achieYemenWV, and 

TXalificaWionV in Za\V WhaW indiYidXal comSanieV Zill SUefeU. The idea iV Wo cUeaWe a one-VWoS-VhoS 

foU UecUXiWeUV and oWheU SeoSle in Whe indXVWU\ Wo UefeUence m\ Vkill VeW and SeUVonaliW\ Zhen 

eYalXaWing ZheWheU oU noW I ZoXld fiW ZiWhin WheiU job fXncWion and aV a Za\ Wo anVZeU an\ 

TXeVWionV Whe\ ZoXld VWill be SoVing. ThiV ZebViWe can alVo be SoVWed Wo SlaceV VXch aV Linkedin 

aV a Vecond UefeUence foU SUofeVVionalV Wo look aW. I Whink WhiV ZoXld alVo be a gUeaW Za\ Wo 
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VhoZcaVe m\ ZUiWing VkillV becaXVe Ze all knoZ hoZ imSoUWanW iW iV ZiWhin Whe SXblic UelaWionV 

ZoUld. IW iV YeU\ eYidenW WhaW emSlo\eUV loYe Wo Vee diYeUViW\ in VkillVeW Vo Whe Vecond Whing I am 

hoSing Wo hone in on iV cUeaWing a \oXWXbe channel and/oU a moUe amSlified Tik Tok Sage Wo 

VhoZcaVe m\ cinemaWogUaSh\ VkillV WhaW coXld come in hand\ Zhen ZoUking on SUojecWV. IW 

coXld alVo be a beWWeU Za\ Wo SXW a SeUVonaliW\ Wo Whe face, and I coXld inclXde m\ beVW ZoUk in a 

SoUWfolio. I hoSe Wo UeSUeVenW m\Velf in a Za\ WhaW iV aSSealing, eaV\ going, and confidenW in m\ 

abiliWieV Wo SUofeVVionalV. The moVW imSoUWanW Whing foU me iV Wo VimSl\ WU\ Wo VWand oXW in an\ 

Za\ SoVVible and b\ ma\be VhaUing SaUWV of m\ SeUVonaliW\ in a cinemaWic Za\, SeoSle Zill be 

moUe aWWUacWed Wo iW. AV VWaWed in The AWlanWic AUWicle ³Wh\ Facebook and Google'V ConceSW of 

'Real NameV' IV ReYolXWionaU\,´ Ale[iV MadUigal VWaWeV ³EYeU\ VWaWemenW \oX make on Google 

PlXV oU Facebook iV SeUViVWenW and VWUongl\ aWWached Wo \oXU Ueal idenWiW\ WhUoXgh \oXU name (...) 

HoZeYeU, SaUWiciSaWing in SXblic life on Whe VeUYiceV UeTXiUeV aWWaching \oXU name Wo \oXU 

VWaWemenWV.´ If m\ name iV going Wo be SXblicl\ aWWached Wo eYeU\Whing WhaW iV Vaid, I ZanW 

VenWimenWV aWWached Wo iW Wo be Whe beVW YeUVionV SoVVible and Whe moVW aXWhenWic and candid 

SeUVonaV \oX can find. 

OYeUall, WhiV bUief inTXiU\ inWo m\ online habiWV haV WaXghW me aloW aboXW online Vocial 

SUeVence and hoZ Wo be Whe beVW YeUVion of \oXUVelf WhUoXgh diffeUenW SlaWfoUmV. IW iV one Whing Wo 

Va\ \oX¶Ue going Wo do VomeWhing, bXW Wo acWXall\ acW XSon iW iV VomeWhing comSleWel\ diffeUenW. 

TheUefoUe, WhUoXgh WhiV SaSeU, I Sledge Wo m\Velf Wo make Whe neceVVaU\ changeV moYing foUZaUd 

in oUdeU Wo enVXUe Whe beVW YeUVion of m\Velf e[iVWV in all diffeUenW VSaceV and WhaW I alloZ m\Velf 

Whe chance Wo cUeaWe a VSace WhaW UeSUeVenWV m\ inWenWionV in Whe beVW Za\ SoVVible. I cheUiVh Whe 

infoUmaWion leaUned and Zill aSSl\ iW Wo an\ fXUWheU ZoUk I find ZheUe I mXVW bUand m\Velf.  
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